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Editorial 

Moving Forward Together 
Aurrora De Monte and Graham McPheat  

ew beginnings, such as a new year, are often accompanied by time for 
reflection. Reflective practice is a central component of good practice in helping 
professions and we hope that the reflections during this time of transition offer 

wisdom of our growth and development as well as signposts to where we may seek to 
further expand in this coming year. Times of transition are also opportunities to take 
stock of the moments and experiences of gratitude that have contributed to bringing 
us through the past year and into this new beginning. As editors of this issue, we are 
grateful for the time and dedication of researchers and practitioners for their ongoing 
contributions to the field of Child and Youth Care. We are always delighted in reading 
about the remarkable tapestry of research and practice experiences from this global 
discipline. The articles in this issue may present readers with new ideas or 
considerations for growth and development as we move into a new year of practice.  

We would like to thank all authors and contributors as well as peer reviewers for 
their time and critical contributions to the research and literature of the field. 
Particularly we would like to thank the Graduate programs (the MSc in Residential Child 
Care and the MSc in Child and Youth Care Studies both at the University of Strathclyde) 
and their Program Leads for supporting their students in the process of writing their 
dissertations for publication.   
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Halton, Cornell and Wickens share the experiences of the joint development of a 
Community of Practice (CoP) supported by MacEwan and Norquest College. A CoP 
provides a space for connection and support for practitioners, educators, and students 
to discuss issues pertaining to CYC practice. They end with considerations for others 
who would like to endeavour to create their own CoP.  

Emmie Henderson-Dekort shares research into the facilitation of workshops 
provided to CYC practitioners on young person rights. This research promotes the 
integration of advocacy and rights-based approaches into CYC education and provides 
evidence for how this strengthens professional identity and collaboration with service 
providers.   

From Mount Royal University, a group of students and their instructor, share their 
capstone project on craftivism, which is the intentional use of crafting as a form of 
activism. The authors provide a grounding on the history and use of craftivism. Readers 
may be inspired to get crafty come the end of this read.  

Nadia Umadat reflects on an incident which took place in a Toronto at a local school 
playground in the summer of 2019. The author considers if the reactions to a sizable 
group of racialized refugee and migrant children in a public space foreshadowed some 
of what we are experiencing now and what this means for belonging and exclusion via 
access to space and place. Developments in 2025 and 2026 make the themes of this 
piece scarily prescient.  

Grant Charles and Thom Garfat share with us ‘The Mattering Audit’ and ask 
practitioners and organizations to consider how they are contributing to the creation of 
a mattering environment. This reflective tool can assist in facilitating conversations 
regarding how spaces, teams and individuals are supporting the sense of being valued 
and needed by the individuals and families they serve.  

Roisin Petticrew, a graduate from the MSc in Residential Child Care from the 
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow shared details of her research project which 
explored young people’s experiences and perceptions of a dog’s presence in their 
residential placement. It’s a lovely piece of work which acknowledges some of the 
practice challenges, but the findings offer evidence of the varied positive functions of 
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a dog’s potential presence alongside the ability to promote feelings of responsibility, 
confidence and self-esteem.  

Exploring the lived experiences of young people reintegrating after involvement in 
the justice system in Madagascar, Daniel Henintsoa Rakotoarison (MSc in Child and 
Youth Care Studies, University of Strathclyde), highlights the complexities that young 
people face and the need for more supportive services for this population. In 
collaboration with Youth Full of Hope, an organization dedicated to supporting young 
people in conflict with the law, this research offers insights into services that young 
people benefit from as they transitioning back into community.  

This issue offers a timely snapshot of the diverse ideas, challenges, and 
innovations shaping contemporary practice. As we enter a new year, may these 
contributions prompt fresh thinking, meaningful conversation, and intentional growth. 
We encourage readers to carry these insights forward — into their workplaces, 
classrooms, communities, and daily practice — as we collectively shape the directions 
of our work in the months ahead.  
 

 
Aurrora De Monte 
teaches full time at Fleming College and is a part time educator in the MSc in Child and Youth Care Studies program at the 
University of Strathclyde. Aurrora completed her MSc at the University of Strathclyde where the focus of her dissertation was 
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Graham McPheat 
is a Principal Teaching Fellow in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, 
Scotland. He is Depute Head of the Department of Social Work and Social Policy and Course Leader on the MSc in Child 
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